
HATFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORKSHOP/REGULAR MEETING 

July 28, 2004 
7:30 PM 

 
AGENDA 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Commissioner President Gerald Andris called the Hatfield Township Board of 
Commissioner’s July 28, 2004 workshop and regular meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.   

 
II. ROLL CALL 
 

Commissioner Andris asked Ms. Shafkowitz to call the roll.  Present at the meeting were 
Commissioner President Gerald Andris, Commissioner Vice President Jim O’ Byrne, and 
Commissioner John Norman.  Also in attendance were Township Manager Stephanie 
Shafkowitz, Solicitor Joe Kuhls, Township Planner Ken Amey, Engineer Joe Nolan, 
Police Chief Mark Toomey, Public Works Director Nick DeMeno and Administrative 
Assistant Melissa Croak.   

 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Newly retired Commissioner Vandegrift led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  

Commissioner Norman made a motion to approve the Agenda of the July 28, 2004 
Hatfield Township Board of Commissioners meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner O’Byrne and carried on a 3-0 vote. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
1. Board of Commissioners Workshop/Regular Meeting Minutes – June 9, 2004 
 

Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to approve the Board of Commissioners 
Workshop/Regular Meeting Minutes for June 9, 2004.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Norman and carried on a 3-0 vote. 

 
2. Board of Commissioners Special Meeting Minutes – June 18, 2004 

 
Commissioner Norman made a motion to approve the Board of Commissioners 
Special Meeting Minutes for June 18, 2004.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner O’Byrne and carried on a 3-0 vote. 
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VI. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS  
 
Robert Knaus of 1444 Moyer Road appeared before the Board on behalf of his father 
who lives at 847 Bethlehem Pike.  Mr. Knaus’ father has been having drainage problems 
since the paving on Route 309.  Commissioner President Jerry Andris asked Public 
Works Director Nick DeMeno to look into this matter.   
 
Charlotte DiFranco of Rebecca Drive asked the Board about the letter that was sent to the 
North Penn School Board regarding the proposed athletic field fees and if the entire board 
was in favor of that letter.  Commissioner Norman noted that as he was in favor of the 
principle message, he disagreed with the forum used to bring about such a discussion.  
Ms. DiFranco went on to discuss that she was opposed to open burning and would the 
Board consider a ban.  Commissioner Andris recommended that she attend the next 
public safety meeting in September.   
 
Dan Reavy of 2299 McArthur Drive introduced himself to the Board and announced that 
he had submitted his name for the open Ward 4 seat on the Board.  He also congratulated 
Jean Vandegrift on all of her efforts in the Township.   
 
Ron Abendshine of 1137 Koffel Road asked if anything has been done regarding the 
Street Light Tax.  The Board informed him that if would be brought up in the Finance 
Committee during the budget discussions.   
 
Dean Minninger of 1400 Bellevue Lane recommended that the Township call Penn Dot 
and District 6 to complain about the paving done on Route 309.   
 
Charles Vesay of Montgomery Soccer Association thanked Hatfield Township Board of 
Commissioners and the Park and Recreation Board for 20 years of excellent support and 
programming. 
 

VII. SPECIAL ITEMS 
  
 1. Commissioner Jean Vandegrift Recognition 

Motion to approve Resolution 04-31 
 
Commissioner Norman made a motion to approve Resolution 04-31.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and carried on a 3-0 vote. 
 
Mrs. Vandegrift was presented with Resolution 04-31 and an engraved Harvard 
chair for her two and one half terms of service to Ward 4 and Hatfield Township.  
The Commissioners present at the meeting also expressed their appreciation for 
Mrs. Vandegrift’s service to the Township and wished her well.  A letter from 
Hatfield Borough Manager Dave Paulsen was also read, expressing his thanks on 
behalf of the Hatfield Borough Council.   

 
 Commissioner Andris called for a 5-minute recess at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 

 2



July 28, 2004 

The meeting reconvened at 8:10 p.m.   
 
VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Planning and Zoning Committee – Commissioner Brown 
 
  No report. 
 

B. Public Works Committee – Commissioner Norman 
 

Commissioner Norman announced that there would be a Public Works meeting in 
September.  Nick DeMeno reported that paving has begun on area roads and 
renovations area complete at the new Public Works building.   

 
C. Parks and Recreation Committee – Commissioner O’Byrne 

 
1. Parks and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes – July 6, 2004 

 
Commissioner O’Byrne entered the July 6, 2004 Parks and Recreation 
Board Meeting Minutes into record. 

 
2. Shade Tree Commission Meeting Minutes – June 21, 2004 
 

Commissioner O’Byrne entered the June 21, 2004 Shade Tree 
Commission Meeting Minutes into record. 
 
Commissioner O’Byrne also wanted to remind residents of the upcoming 
MusicFeast dates.  Commissioner Andris reminded residents to bring their 
non-perishables, as this MusicFeast is also being used as a food drive. 

 
D. Public Safety Committee – Commissioner Norman 

 
1. Monthly Report of Police Activities – June 2004  

 
Commissioner Norman entered the June Report of Police Activities into 
record. 

 
E. Finance Committee – Commissioner O’Byrne 

 
Commissioner O’Byrne announced that the Finance Committee would be meeting 
in August to discuss the budget.   

 
 F. Hatfield Township Municipal Authority – Commissioner Andris 
 

1. Hatfield Township Municipal Authority Meeting Minutes – May 12, 2004 and 
June 8, 2004 
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Commissioner Andris entered the May 12, 2004 and June 8, 2004 Hatfield 
Township Municipal Authority Meeting Minutes into record.   

 
2. Hatfield Township Municipal Authority Monthly Budget Report - May 2004 

and June 2004 
 
 Commissioner Andris entered the May 2004 and June 2004 Hatfield Township 

Municipal Authority Monthly Budget Report into record.   
 

 G. North Penn Water Authority – Commissioner Andris 
 

1. North Penn Water Authority Meeting Minutes – May 25, 2004  
 

Commissioner Andris entered the May 25, 2004 North Penn Water 
Authority Meeting Minutes into record.   

 
IX. TOWNSHIP STAFF REPORTS 

 
A. Township Manager’s Report  

 
1. Basin Maintenance Discussion 

 
Ms. Shafkowitz reported that she had asked CKS Engineers to provide a 
cost proposal for a review of all township-owned basins.  CKS has 
submitted a proposal for the study to cost $3,000.00.   
 
Commissioner Norman made a motion to approve the Basin Maintenance 
study to be undertaken by CKS in the amount of $3,000.00.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
2. Municipal Building Project 

 
Ms. Shafkowitz reported that even with the delays caused by the weather, 
the building is on schedule.  The township is holding weekly job meetings 
to make sure everything is running smoothly.  Internally the township is 
selecting furniture, computers, phones, and more, all by utilizing the State 
Bid to save some costs.   

 
3. PA Council on the Arts Grant 
 

Ms. Shafkowitz reported that we have previously received the PA Council 
on the Arts Grant and it is time to resubmit.  The township matches this 
$2,500.00 grant from the budget, donations, and support from Univest.   
 
Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to submit the PA Council on the 
Arts Grant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norman and 
carried on a 3-0 vote.   
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B. Solicitor’s Report 
 

No report.   
 

C. Building Report  
 

1. Building Report – June 2004 
 

Township Planner Ken Amey entered the June 2004 Building Report into 
record.   

 
D. Engineer’s Report 

 
1. Escrow Release Report – July 2004 

 
Engineer Joe Nolan entered the July 2004 Escrow Release Report into 
record.   
 
Commissioner Norman made a motion to approve the July Escrow 
Releases.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and 
carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
X. ACTION ITEMS 

 
1. Salt Storage Building Bid – Total project cost - $323,099.75 

 
Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to award the building construction to Park 
Lane Construction and Development Corp. of Clyde, NY in the amount of 
$237,601.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norman and carried on 
a 3-0 vote.   
 
Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to award the electric utility construction 
to Alfred J. Fry III, Inc. of West Chester, PA in the amount of $17,000.00.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Norman and carried on a 3-0 vote.   
 
Commissioner Norman made a motion to reject all bids for site construction.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and carried on a 3-0 vote.   
 
Commissioner Andris reported that this new Salt Storage Shed will allow the 
Township to handle storms more aggressively than we have been able in the past.   
 

2. Parks and Recreation Board Appointment 
 

Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to appoint Wayne Rutter, 2970 Cowpath 
Road, to the Parks and Recreation Board.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Norman and carried on a 3-0 vote.   
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3. Revision of Estate Residential Section of Zoning Ordinance 
 

Mr. Amey explained the revision of the Estate Residential Section of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

 
Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion for the authorization to advertise the 
revision of Estate Residential Section of the Zoning Ordinance and hearing.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Norman and carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
4. Thomas Miller Minor Land Development, Walnut St., Zoned LI 

Resolution 04-28 
 

Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to approve Resolution 04-28.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Norman and carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
5. Interstate Fleets Minor Land Development, Bethlehem Pike, Zoned C 

Resolution 04-29 
 

Commissioner Norman made a motion to approve Resolution 04-29.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
6. Skotleski Land Development Final Approval, North Broad St, Zoned C 

Resolution 04-30 
 

Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to approve Resolution 04-30.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Norman and carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
7. Logan Subdivision, Maple Ave, Zoned RA1 

 
Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to approve the request for curbing change.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norman and carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
8. Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act 537 Amendment  

Resolution 04-26 
 

Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to approve Resolution 04-26.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Norman and carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
9. National Night Out Resolution 

Resolution 04-27 
 

Commissioner Norman made a motion to approve Resolution 04-27.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and carried on a 3-0 vote.   
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10. Pension Trustee Appointment 
  

Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to appoint Commissioner John Norman as 
a Pension Trustee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norman and 
carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
11. Recycling Commission Appointment 

 
Commissioner Norman made a motion to appoint Commissioner Jim O’Byrne as 
a Pension Trustee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and 
carried on a 3-0 vote.   

 
12. Bills Payable 

 Paid Bills (July 2004) - $17,566.30 
 

Commissioner Norman made a motion to approve the Paid Bills for July 
2004.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and carried 
on a 3-0 vote.   

 
 Bills To Be Paid (July 2004) - $267,262.51 

  
Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to approve the Bills To Be Paid 
for July 2004.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norman and 
carried on a 3-0 vote.   

    
13. Treasurer’s Report 
 

Commissioner Andris entered the Treasurer’s Report into record.   
 

XI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Commissioner Andris announced that the Volunteer Medical Service Corps of Lansdale 
is doing their annual subscription drive.  Mr. Andris reported that supporting the VMSC 
is an opportunity for residents to help the community.   
 
Commissioner Andris also reported that at the August 11 Workshop meeting, the Board 
will be appointing a new Commissioner for Ward 4.   

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Commissioner Andris announced that there would be an executive session after the 
meeting.  No decisions would be rendered.   

 
Commissioner Norman made a motion to adjourn the July 28, 2004 Board of 
Commissioners meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner O’Byrne and 
carried on a 3-0 vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.    
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