
HATFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORKSHOP MEETING AGENDA 

March 9, 2005 
7:30 PM 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER  
 

Commissioner President Gerald Andris called the Hatfield Township Board of 
Commissioner’s March 9, 2005 meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   

 
II. ROLL CALL 
 

Commissioner Andris asked Ms. Shafkowitz to call the roll.  Present at the meeting were 
Commissioner President Gerald Andris, Commissioner Vice-President Jim O’Byrne, 
Commissioner Scott Brown and Commissioner John Norman.  Also in attendance were 
Township Manager Stephanie Teoli Shafkowitz, Solicitor Joseph Kuhls, Township 
Planner Ken Amey, Engineer Joseph Nolan, Chief of Police Mark Toomey, and 
Administrative Assistant Melissa Croak. 
 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Commissioner Andris asked Commissioner Norman, as the longest standing 
Commissioner on the Board, to lead the recitation of the pledge of allegiance.   
 
Commissioner Andris welcomed the residents to the new Hatfield Township 
Administration Building.  He thanked Ms. Shafkowitz, the staff, and the Commissioners 
for their hard work and support of this project.   
 

IV. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 
 

Harry Rutherford of 1521 Moyer Road asked when the ward redistricting discussion 
would be held.  Commissioner Andris reported that the discussion on ward redistricting 
would be held on April 13 at 7:30 pm.   
 
Dean Brewster of 1714 North Line Street reported that he is against Vinny’s Pizzarama 
obtaining a liquor license.   
 
Wayne Bowie of 1617 Tennis Court asked the Board if there could be a referendum on 
the ballot for ward redistricting.  Commissioner Andris reported that the solicitor would 
look into the matter and report back on April 13. 
 
John Thinnes of 2235 Hedgewood Road announced that he was running for 
commissioner of Ward 2 and opposes at-large voting. 
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Bob Nolen of 460 Fairgrounds Road thanked the Commissioners for building the new 
building.  Mr. Nolen said he hopes more citizens will attend the board meetings now.   
 
Charles Sisian of 1711 Leon Drive announced that he was running for commissioner of 
Ward 4 and opposes at-large voting.   
 
Larry Kofsky of 2485 Wellington Way opposes commissioners at-large.   

 
V. SPECIAL ITEMS 
 

A. Hatfield Volunteer Fire Company Walter Hutt Award – Resolution #05-08  
Motion to approve Resolution #05-08 
 
Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to approve resolution #05-08.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Norman and carried on a 4-0 vote. 

 
VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Planning and Zoning Committee – Commissioner Brown 
 
1. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes – February 15, 2005 
 

Commissioner Brown entered the February 15, 2004 Planning 
Commission Meeting Minutes into record. 
 

2. 1000 Walnut Street - Subdivision 
 

A representative from Woodrow Associates explained the proposed two 
lot subdivision on Walnut Street.  Commissioner Brown said that there 
should be a vision for Walnut Street improvements. 

 
3. Pennfield Middle School – Land Development 
  

North Penn School District representative John Strobel explained the 
Pennfield Middle School expansion and core facility upgrade.  Mr. Strobel 
showed on the plans the 5 acres of open space that will remain as 
recreational fields.   
 
Commissioner Brown asked if there would be sidewalks along Forty Foot 
Road and if the modular classrooms would be landscaped. Mr. Strobel 
said that both would be done.   
 
Solicitor Joseph Kuhls reported that counsel for the North Penn School 
District is from his firm, but that there is no conflict of interest and he 
would be willing to step down if special solicitor counsel is needed.   
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Steve Morris of 2820 Grant Avenue commented that the audio system was 
not working.  Ms. Shafkowitz reported that it would be working by the 
next meeting.    

 
B. Public Works Committee – Commissioner Norman 

 
Commissioner Norman reported that the highway department has been busy with 
the winter weather.  They helped in the administration move and have almost 
completed the police garage.   
 
Patch paving will begin in April.  Spring branch collection will take place 
Wednesday, April 13 and May 11.  Leaf collection will take place the week of 
April 25.   

 
Rick Newbery of 473 Sharon Road thanked the Township for doing a great job 
plowing the roads. 

 
C. Parks and Recreation Committee – Commissioner O’Byrne 

 
1. Hatfield Township Parks and Recreation Committee – February 7, 2005  

 
Commissioner O’Byrne entered the February 7, 2005 Hatfield Township 
Parks and Recreation Committee Minutes into record.   
 
Commissioner O’Byrne reported that Kids’ Nature Camp received state 
recognition for excellence in environmental education from the 
Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society.  He thanked Nancy Stock for 
her hard work with this project. 
 
Praxair has donated $1,000 for tree planting around the new municipal 
building.   
 
The Open Space Open House will take place on March 30 from 5 to 8 pm.   
 

D. Public Safety Committee - Commissioner Norman 
 

1. Monthly Report of Police Activities – February 2005 
 

Commissioner Norman entered the February 2005 Report of Police 
Activities into record. 
 
Dean Brewster of 1714 North Line Street said that there should be 
improvements to right turning onto Line Street.  He believes there is too 
much truck traffic on Line Street.  Mr. Brewster also noted that a PK 
Moyer snow plow seems to throw snow over 20 feet deep onto his 
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property.  Commissioner Norman asked Ms. Shafkowitz and Mr. Nolan to 
look into both situations.   

 
E. Finance Committee – Commissioner O’Byrne  

 
F. North Penn Water Authority – Commissioner Andris 
 

1. North Penn Water Authority Meeting Minutes –  January 25, 2005 
 

Commissioner Andris entered the January 25, 2005 North Penn Water 
Authority Minutes into record. 

 
G. Hatfield Township Municipal Authority – Commissioner Andris 

 
1. Hatfield Township Municipal Authority Monthly Budget Report – 

February 2005 
 
Commissioner Andris entered the February 2005 Hatfield Township 
Municipal Authority Monthly Budget Report into record. 
 

2. Hatfield Township Municipal Authority Proposed Budget –  
April 2005 - March 2006 

 
Commissioner Andris entered the Hatfield Township Municipal Authority 
Proposed Budget into record. 

 
VII. TOWNSHIP STAFF REPORTS 

 
A. Township Manager’s Report  

 
1. Funks Road Relocation Discussion 

 
Ms. Shafkowitz reported that bids will be opened for the Funks 
Road/Clemens Road project on March 16 at the township administration 
building.  The bid will then be awarded at the March 23 workshop 
meeting. 
 
Ms. Shafkowitz thanked the Board of Commissioners and residents for 
their patience during the move.  She also pointed out that the new 
community rooms are available for community groups and events.   

 
Several residents asked what “packets” the Board and Ms. Shafkowitz 
were referring to.  Commissioner Andris offered his packets for resident 
perusal after the meeting.  Ms. Shafkowitz offered to make available 
additional information for residents at the next meeting.   
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B. Solicitor’s Report 
 
Mr. Kuhls reported that there would be no executive session after the meeting.   
 

C. Building Report  
 

1. Building Report – February 2005 
 

Ken Amey entered the February 2005 Building Report into record. 
 
Mr. Brewster asked about the Wawa on Walnut Street and Bethlehem 
Pike.  Mr. Amey replied that the township had received an application and 
waiting for the applicant now.   
 
Mr. Newbery reported that he had seen sealed barrels at the potential 
Wawa site.  Commissioner Andris said that someone would look into that. 

 
D. Engineer’s Report 

 
1. Escrow Release Report – February 2005 
 

Joseph Nolan entered the February 2005 Escrow Release Report into 
record. 

 
VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 Commissioner Norman recognized township staff for securing the recycling grant. 
 

Commissioner Brown thanked the residents for coming to the first meeting in the new 
building.  He said that the taxpayers built this building and they should come here and be 
heard. 

 
IX. ADJOURN 
 

Commissioner O’Byrne made a motion to adjourn the March 9, 2005 Board of 
Commissioners meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norman and 
carried on a 4-0 vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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